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Ceremony Program

Convening of Court Jim Arnott
Greene County Sheriff

Call to Order The Honorable J. Dan Conklin, 
Presiding Judge

Welcome Wallace Squibb
SMBA President

Presiding Andy Bennett

Memorial Address Jerry Redfern

Presentation of Resolutions Andy Bennett and Crista Hogan



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION

IN RECOGNITION OF GLENN A. BURKART

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association in a Memorial Service on the 16th day
of November, 2009, expresses its profound and deep sorrow upon the death on November 22, 2008, of one of
its past Presidents and distinguished longtime member, Glenn Adrian Burkart.

Glenn was born on March 28, 1922 in St. Louis, Mo. and attended public schools there.  He served his country
on active duty in World War II.  He graduated from the University of Missouri at Columbia on June 6, 1945 with
a Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in Latin.  He graduated from the University of Missouri at Columbia on
June 5, 1947, with a Bachelor of Laws degree.  He and his family moved to Springfield, Missouri in 1947 where
he commenced the practice of law with the law firm of Mann and Mann.

Glenn was admitted to practice before the District Court of the United States, Western District of Missouri on
June 16, 1947.  He was admitted to practice before the United States Court of Appeals, for the Eighth Circuit
on September 9, 1959 and admitted to practice before the United States Supreme Court on March 4, 1982.

Glenn was appointed by Governor Christopher S. Bond on October 7, 1975 to serve as Circuit Judge of Division
4 of the 31st Judicial Circuit in Greene County, Missouri and so served for one year.

Glenn's fellow attorneys selected him as the President of the Greene County Bar Association in 1967; as a
trustee of the Missouri Bar Foundation and its President from 1975-1977; and as a Fellow of the American
College of Trial Lawyers.

After his time on the trial bench, Glenn resumed his very active civil trial practice with the firm of Mann,
Walter, Burkart and Weathers until 1994 when he and partner Bruce E. Hunt formed the law firm of Burkart &
Hunt, P.C.  He was still actively practicing with that firm and trying cases at the time of his death at age 86.

Glenn will always be remembered as a trial lawyer of the highest caliber.  His physical presence, style and deep
baritone voice made him impossible to ignore or forget.  His love and study of the law were second to none.  His
knowledge of the law was respected equally by judges and his adversaries.  His persuasive abilities with juries is
legendary.

Glenn was universally well respected and well liked, both in his professional career and in his private life.  He
was a man of his word.  He was a friend and mentor to many.  He was a "down-to-earth" individual and known
for his sense of humor, with a particular penchant for story-telling and sharing bawdy jokes.

Glenn was also active in civic matters.  He had twice been campaign chairman of the Greene County Chapter
of the American Cancer Society.  He had been President of the Rotary Club of Springfield and had been named
as a Paul Harris Fellow by the Rotary Foundation of Rotary International.

He was preceded in 1980 by the death of his wife of 31 years, Jean, and he is survived by daughters Janet Colliatie
and husband, Tom, of Florida and Margaret Kutz of Cape Girardeau; and by his devoted companion, Minnie L.
Parker and her equally dedicated and loving family.

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association hereby rec-
ognizes the achievements of  Glenn A. Burkart.  To perpetuate the esteem in which he was held by this
Association, it is ORDERED that this resolution be placed in the permanent records of the Association, that
a copy hereof be filed in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, Judicial Circuit 31, and that a copy hereof
be given to his family with the sincere sympathy and respect of the members of the Association.

This Resolution is duly adopted November 16, 2009.



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION

IN RECOGNITION OF ROLLAND L. COMSTOCK

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association in a Memorial Service on the 16th Day
of November, 2009, expresses its profound and deep sorrow upon the death of one of its longtime members,
Rolland L. Comstock. 

Rolland was born November 9, 1936, to Howard Comstock, a fireman, and Nellie Clark Comstock, a housewife.
Rolland died in his home on July 3, 2007, at the age of 70.  

At the age of 16 and a high school senior, Rolland rented the upstairs of a shoe store for $15 a month and opened
his own second-hand bookstore.  He kept the bookstore open while attending Drury College where he received
bachelor degrees in Political Science and French.  After teaching French for a year in Mountain Grove, MO,
Rolland pursued his Master’s Degree in British History at the University of Kansas City and studied abroad at
Oxford University in England, but the practice of law called to him and he received his Juris Doctorate in 1964.

Rolland opened his law office in Springfield on Commercial Street in 1964.  That same year he was elected as a
House member to the Missouri Legislature where he served for one term, fighting for the rights of the elderly.
Shortly thereafter, Rolland moved his office from Commercial Street to 306 West Court Street, Springfield,
Missouri, where he continued to practice law until the day of his death.   Notable highlights in his forty-plus
years as a barrister included his successful representation of an English bulldog who was the sole beneficiary to
his owner’s fortune, and his work for hundreds of “wards of the state” through the Greene County Public
Administrator’s Office.

Rolland was an avid book collector, reaching worldwide fame in his search for one more book to add to his col-
lection which exceeded 50,000 items.  Book shops and collectors in Chicago, San Francisco, New York and
Washington, D.C., knew of Rolland and his awe-inspiring collection.  After making friends with several authors,
he became characters in their books having such a charismatic personality that he left an indelible impression
on them.

Rolland is survived by five children, having a close relationship with Faith G. Stocker and Stephen H. Comstock,
both of Springfield. Rolland loved the law and considered his clients as his extended family.  His long-time assis-
tant, Becky Frakes, started working for him at 18 years of age and worked by his side for 33 years until his death.
Surrounded by the wolf pack he called pets, Rolland worked away in his library at acquiring more books and
continuing the practice of law helping the elderly.  Rolland made a name for himself in the area of probate and
estate planning continuing his days of the legislature fighting for the rights of the elderly. 

Rolland was a credit to the legal profession, and a credit to Springfield and the Springfield Metropolitan Bar
Association. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association does hereby rec-
ognize the accomplishments of Rolland L. Comstock as an attorney, and to celebrate the life of Rolland L.
Comstock while mourning his passing, and to perpetuate the esteem in which he was held by the Association,
it is ordered that this Resolution be placed in the permanent records of the Association; that a copy thereof be
filed in the office of the Circuit Clerk of Greene County Missouri; and that a copy thereof be given to his fam-
ily with the sincere sympathy of this Association. 

This Resolution is duly adopted the 16th day of November, 2009. 



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION

IN RECOGNITION OF KEVIN P. CURRAN

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association expresses its profound and deep sorrow upon
the death of one of its longtime members, Kevin P. Curran.

Kevin was born on May 24, 1964 to Bob Curran and Carol Szuch.  Kevin died in a car wreck in Maui, Hawaii on May
19, 2007, while on his honeymoon.

Kevin was fiercely independent.  He joined the Navy immediately after high school, to explore the world on his own.
An experienced world traveler, Kevin visited 48 countries during his life.  Deciding during his Navy service that he
wanted to become an attorney like his father, Kevin performed his full-time Navy duties while going to college and
working at night.  His un-wa-vering perseverance led to his earning his bachelor’s degree just as he completed his
Navy service.  Kevin’s hard work was recognized when he earned a scholarship to attend Emory Law School.  With
his customary work ethic, he attended law school while also working long hours.

Upon graduation, Kevin moved to Missouri, and passed the bar.  Though he initially prac-ticed at an established law
firm, it was only a short time before his indepen-dent streak led him to quit and start his own firm.  His practice
flourished due to his com-pe-tence, professionalism, hard work, and compassion.

Kevin was a wonderful, compassionate and caring husband, father, son, brother and friend who will be deeply missed.
He was survived by his wife, Jill; his daughters Alisha Marie Curran, then age 16, and Suzanna Rae Curran, then age
13; as well as his mother, Carol Szuch; his father, Bob Curran; and his siblings Carol Austin, Robert Curran, Michael
Curran, and Sharon Preston.  

Kevin’s fluent Spanish served them well on his family’s many trips to Central and South America.  Kevin always gave
generously of himself in every way, including pro bono work for those in need, especially abused children.  Even after
his death he continued to help others by donating his organs.  On one trip to El Salvador, Kevin, his wife Jill and
Suzanna helped the local citizens construct a much-needed cinder block school.  Much of his law practice consisted
of unpaid work as a court-appointed guardian for abused children, and he did his very best to protect all of his
charges, from infants to teenagers.  Kevin’s expanding efforts in fields other than law led to his closing his law office
in 2004.  Kevin’s other interests included being an inventor, surfer, skier, real estate developer, scuba diver and entre-
pre-neur.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association does hereby recog-
nize the accomplishments of Kevin P. Curran as an attorney, and to celebrate the life of Kevin P. Curran while mourn-
ing his passing, and to perpetuate the esteem in which he was held by the Association, it is ordered that this
Resolution be placed in the permanent records of the Association; that a copy thereof be filed in the office of the
Circuit Clerk of Greene Coun-ty Missouri; and that a copy thereof be given to his family with the sincere sympathy
of this Associ-a-tion.

This Resolution is duly adopted the 16th day of November, 2009.



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION

IN RECOGNITION OF G. DUANE GALLOWAY

The Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association, in a Memorial Service held on the 16th day of November 2009
expresses its profound and deep sorrow upon the death of one of its distinguished members, G. Duane
Galloway.

Duane was born in Springfield, Missouri on March 14, 1942. 

Duane received his undergraduate degree and a masters degree in Civil Engineering from the Rolla School of
Mines.  He received a Masters in Business Administration and Juris Doctorate degrees from the University of
Kansas. 

Duane spent much of his life in a career that he loved, working for City Utilities of Springfield for twenty-four
years.  When he retired in August, 2005 he was Senior Manager for Governmental Relations/Environmental
Affairs. Duane’s unique professional credentials in law, business and engineering together with his keen under-
standing of people and politics made him exceptionally effective in serving City Utilities and its customers.  

At the time of Duane’s death, several articles appeared in trade publications which illustrated his wide range of
interest and influence.  An article in the Springfield News-Leader referenced Duane’s leadership and guidance
in educating and involving the Springfield citizenry on the importance of protecting the local water supply and
the challenges presented by the indigenous karst terrain.  Duane’s leadership was instrumental in establishing
the Watershed Center at Valley Water Mill in north Springfield. 

Duane’s passing was also noted by the American Galloway Breeders Association, an organization Duane served
as a director.  Following his retirement Duane spent much of his time learning about and caring for his herd of
Galloway cattle.

Duane’s family ties to Springfield spanned generations and in the years preceding his death Duane was instru-
mental in helping to preserve that heritage, establishing a foundation to preserve Galloway Cemetery, located
in Galloway Village.

Duane’s life and service are credit to the legal profession, to the community and to the Springfield Metropolitan
Bar Association

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE IT RESOLVED that the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association does hereby
recognize the achievements of G. Duane Galloway and to celebrate his life while mourning his passing, and to
perpetuate the esteem in which he was held by this Association, it is ordered that this Resolution be placed in
the permanent records of the Association, that a copy hereof be filed with the Office of the Circuit Clerk of
Greene County Missouri, and that a copy hereof be given to Duane’s family with the sincere sympathy and
respect of the members of the Association. 

This Resolution is duly adopted this 16th day of November 2009.



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE 
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION 

IN RECOGNITION OF JOSEPH C. GREENE

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association in a Memorial Service held on the 16th
day of November, 2009, expresses its profound and deep sorrow upon the death of Joseph C. Greene.

Joe was born in Springfield, Missouri in 1936.  He graduated from Central High School in 1954.  He served hon-
orably in the U.S. Navy.  Joe graduated from Southwest Missouri State University and earned his Juris Doctor
from the Law School at the University of Missouri in 1962 where he was editor of the Law Review and received
the Order of the Coif.

Joe practiced law for 47 years, the majority of which were with his friend and partner Art Curtis at the firm of
Greene & Curtis.

Joe was an astute lawyer with clients’ interest uppermost.  Joe had a tireless work ethic and his unique combi-
nation of intellect, personality, humor and gift of speech made it easy for him to add pleasure to any gathering.  

Joe is survived by his beloved wife of 52 years, Mary Ann, his children and grandchildren.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association does hereby rec-
ognize the accomplishments of Joseph C. Greene as an attorney, and to perpetuate the esteem in which he was
held by this Association, it is ordered that this Resolution be placed in the permanent records of the
Association; that a copy thereof be filed in the Office of the Circuit Clerk of Greene County, Missouri, and that
a copy thereof be given to his family with the sincere sympathy of the members of this Association.

This Resolution is duly adopted this 16th day of November, 2009.
.



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE 
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION 

IN RECOGNITION OF JEFFREY COSTAIN LOEB

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association in a memorial service on the 16th day
of November, 2009, expresses its profound and deep sorrow upon the death of one of its members, Jeffrey
Costain Loeb.

Jeff was born in Kansas City, Kansas on November 29, 1962, and died on September 28, 2007, in Springfield,
Missouri.  Jeff graduated from Glendale High School in 1981 where he was editor of the school newspaper, active
in school politics and an honors student. He was also recognized by the Greene County Bar Association in 1981
for his award winning Law Day essay, displaying an early interest in the legal profession. While at Glendale, Jeff
developed a life-long love and appreciation for the visual and the performing arts.  His appreciation for the visu-
al arts manifests itself today in his daughter, Margeaux, a developing young artist.  He also entertained many as
a performer in numerous school plays.  

Jeff ’s rapier wit and keen sense of humor will be long remembered by his classmates at Drury University, par-
ticularly his Sigma Nu Fraternity brothers.  Jeff provided many laughs – with his eccentric styles of dress rang-
ing from an ascot, smoking jacket and pipe to a “disco” polyester leisure suit with white stitching from the
1970’s.  He will also be remembered for his accents ranging from a back-woods redneck to a British aristocrat.

Jeff graduated from Drury University in 1985 with a Bachelor of Arts degree and in 1988 received his Juris
Doctorate degree from Washington University Law School.  Upon graduation from law school, he began a suc-
cessful career in real estate in St. Louis, Missouri.  Jeff was particularly skilled at structuring, developing, man-
aging and growing complex real estate projects which catapulted him into the position of Vice President and
Principal with DCM Management Company, where he was responsible for numerous multi-million dollar com-
mercial developments.

In addition to collecting art and antiques, Jeff ’s hobbies included a love and appreciation for antique firearms
and hunting; a love carried on today by his son, Carter.

In 1992, Jeff married his college sweetheart, Angela Carter.  In addition to his wife Angela, his daughter
Margeaux and his son Carter, Jeff is survived by his parents, Dr. Richard and Mrs. Faye Loeb, his sister Jann
Loeb Holland, her husband Russ, and brother James Loeb, as well as niece, Eva Holland and nephew, Truitt
Holland.

NOW THEREFORE, Be it resolved that the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association does hereby recognize
the accomplishments of Jeffrey Loeb as an attorney, celebrate the life of Jeffrey Loeb while mourning his pass-
ing, and to perpetuate the esteem in which he is held by the Association, it is ordered that this resolution be
placed in the permanent records of the Association; that a copy thereof be filed in the Office of the Circuit
Clerk of Greene County, Missouri; and that a copy, thereof, be given to his family with the sincerest sympathy
of this Association.

This resolution is adopted the 16th day of November, 2009.



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION

IN RECOGNITION OF WARREN S. (TURK) STAFFORD

BE IT RESOLVED that the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association, in a memorial service held on the 16th day
of November, 2009, expresses its profound and deep sorrow upon the death of one of its past presidents and long-
time member, Warren S. (Turk) Stafford.

Turk was born in Seymour, Missouri, on February 18, 1928.

Turk graduated from Ava High School in 1946, and served in the U.S. Navy from 1946 - 1948 and 1950-1951, rising to
the rank of Chief Petty Officer.  He received honorable discharges on each occasion.

Turk attended Southwest Missouri State University where he received his undergraduate degree in Accounting and
Business Administration in 1953.  He attended the University of Missouri-Kansas City Law School and received his
J.D. degree in 1958 and was a member of the Order of the Bench and Robe.

Turk practiced law in Springfield, Missouri, starting with the Law Firm of Neale, Newman, Bradshaw, Freeman and
Neale where he became a partner.  

In 1974, Turk was instrumental in forming a law firm where he continued active practice of law until his death.  The
firm  was known as Taylor, Stafford, Clithero, FitzGerald & Harris, LLP at the time of his death.

Turk was president of the Greene County Bar Association in 1984 and was awarded the Distinguished Attorney
Award by the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association in 2004.  He was a Fellow in the American College of Trial
Lawyers, having been inducted in 1990.  He was a member of the American Bar Association, the International
Association of Defense Counsel, the Missouri Organization of Defense Lawyers, and the Defense Research
Institute.

Turk started his practice of law during a time when there were few, if any, specialists, and most attorneys engaged in
the general practice of law.  From an early point in his career, Turk was a skilled trial attorney and handled many and
various lawsuits and other types of legal work.  Turk was always well prepared, intense in the representation of his
clients, and very concerned about the integrity of his firm and the profession itself.  Turk was of the opinion that an
attorney was not an attorney just because he had a degree but that he or she should exhibit integrity and truthful-
ness, humility and regard not only for the clients but fellow members of the Bar and the judiciary.  Turk served as a
mentor to many younger lawyers who practiced in his firm over the years.

Turk was quite proud of the fact that fellow attorneys and judges always had praise for him and other members of
his firm in the way they conducted themselves, not only in the court room but in other respects.  He was proud of
the recognition given to him by his peers in being selected as a Fellow in the American College of Trial Lawyers.
Turk is survived by his daughter, Jane, and by two grandchildren, Curtis and Olivia Mertensmeyer.

Turk was a credit to the legal profession, to his law firm, to Springfield, and to the Springfield Metropolitan Bar
Association.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association  does hereby recog-
nize Warren S. (Turk) Stafford for his accomplishments as an attorney and to perpetuate the high esteem in which
he was held by this Association; it is Ordered that this Resolution be placed in the permanent records of the
Association; that a copy thereof be filed in the office of the Circuit Clerk of Greene County, Missouri, and that a
copy thereof be given to his family with a signature of sympathy of the members of the Association.

This Resolution is adopted this 16th day of November, 2009.



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF THE 
SPRINGFIELD METROPOLITAN BAR ASSOCIATION 

IN RECOGNITION OF JACK L. YOCOM

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association in a Memorial Service November 16,
2009 expresses its profound sorrow upon the death of one of its distinguished members on October 10, 2007.

Jack was born January 12, 1926 in Splitlog, Missouri to Frank Morgan Yocom and Agnes Isabell Marker Yocom.
He graduated from Anderson, Missouri High School in 1944 and joined the Navy, serving for two years on the
troop carrier, USS Gallatin in the Pacific Theater.

Jack entered the University of Missouri in 1948 and after only two years of undergraduate school, he was accept-
ed into the Missouri University Law School and graduated with an L.L.B in 1952. Later he received the J.D
degree.

Jack married Joe Ann Russell of Greenfield, Missouri on August 23, 1949, in Los Angeles, California at the
Spanish Chapel on the ground of the Chapman Park Hotel, where they had just appeared on the Bride and
Groom radio program.

Jack moved to Springfield in 1952 and began the practice of law as a claims attorney for M.F.A. Insurance
Company. He then served under Prosecuting Attorney Don E. Burrell, Sr., becoming his chief assistant.

When Prosecutor Burrell became Judge Burrell, Jack was elected Prosecuting Attorney and he served in that
office from 1966 to 1968. After his term as Prosecutor he entered private practice and became an outstanding
defense attorney. In 2002 he was honored for 50 years as an attorney by the Springfield Metropolitan Bar
Association.

Jack was a member of First and Calvary Presbyterian Church. Earlier, he had been Chairman of the Board Elder
and Honorary Elder at National Avenue Christian Church. He was also a member of Twin Oaks Country Club
where he dearly loved to golf with his buddies. Jack had been a trustee and chief camel herder of Abou Ben
Adhem Shrine. He was a former member of the Toastmaster’s Club and the Exchange Club. He had served on
the board of the Council of Churches of the Ozarks.

He was preceded in death by his parents and niece Luanne Yocom. He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Joe
Ann; two sons, Mark William Yocom; Miles Andrew Yocom and his wife, Deborah Sue; two granddaughters,
Sarah Ann Knight and her husband, Christopher; and Aimee Beth Weydeck and her husband Ryan; one great-
granddaughter, Isabella Ann Knight; and his brother The Honorable Robert E. Yocom and his wife Reba.

Jack loved the law. He will be remembered by his fellow lawyers for his humor, tenacity in the courtroom, fair-
ness and integrity.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association herby recognizes
the achievements of Jack L. Yocom. To perpetuate the esteem in which he was held by the Association, it is
ordered that this resolution be placed in the permanent records of the Association, that a copy hereof be filed
in the office of the Circuit Clerk of Greene County Missouri, and that a copy hereof be given to his family with
the sincere sympathy and respect of this organization.

This Resolution is duly adopted the 16th of November, 2009.



Thank you to our Resolution Authors

Chuck Greene

Robert Stillings

Crista Hogan

Joe Ann Yocom

Monte Clithero

Bruce Hunt

Robert Curran

Greg Aleshire

Jann Holland
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